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BACKGROUND

Å A series of major earthquakes struck Haiti on 12 January in 

the area around the capital, Port-au-Prince. The strongest of 

these occurred at around 1700 hrs local time and was 

reported at 7 on the Richter scale.

Å The earthquake is estimated to have killed 222,517 people 

and displaced more than 1.3 million people into spontaneous 

settlements and organized sites.  597,801 people have 

migrated from Port-au-Prince to outlying departments, with 

the majority, an estimated 162,509, going to Artibonite, and 

an estimated 160,000 persons to the border area with the 

Dominican Republic. 

Å The most affected cities are Port-au-Prince, Carrefour and 

Gressier (40-50% destroyed), Jacmel (50-60%) and Leogane

(80-90%). Major damage had been reported to buildings, 

infrastructure, hospitals and schools. Communications are 

difficult: roads and bridges have been considerably 

damaged, as well as roads connecting rural areas to cities.

Å According to a study by the Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB), the cost of rebuilding Haiti's homes, schools, 

roads and other infrastructure could be nearly $14 billion.

Å The United Nation multi-national response to this disaster 

has been organized into Clusters that are similar in 

construct, though not the same as Emergency Support 

Functions (ESF) in the U.S. National Response Framework.

As the rainy season rapidly approaches, the 

majority of Haitians living in spontaneous 

settlements have only blankets and bed sheets 

as shelter.  

Source: José Manuel Jiménez/IFRC

Many displaced Haitians are living and sleeping 

next to open sewers and polluted drainage 

channels. 
Source: Melody Munz/The IRC



CURRENT ASSESSMENT

HAITI

Not
A Major 
Concern
Currently  

Working But
Inadequate

Generally
Ineffective

Non-
Functional
or
Destroyed 

SITUATION

Unknown 

BR

PUBLIC HEALTH

MEDICAL OPERATIONS

PUBLIC HEALTH

A R BG

HAITI

OVERALL PH/MEDICAL ASSESSMENT

G G G G GAAAA A

A A A A AR R RR

Å UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon made a one-day visit 

to Haiti on 14 Mar, meeting with President René Préval and 

Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive, as well as with the 

leadership of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti 

(MINUSTAH) and UN agencies working on the ground.

Å On 12 Mar, OCHA announced that the $1.44B  revised 

humanitarian appeal for Haiti is only 49% funded. U.N. 

officials will reiterate the urgent need for more money at a 

donors conference on Haiti in New York later this month.

Å According to OCHA, more than 4.3M people have received 

food assistance, 1.2M people receive daily water 

distributions, and more than 300,000 children and adults 

have been vaccinated against a range of infectious 

diseases. Despite the progress made, emergency shelter 

and sanitation remain the main priorities ahead of the 

rainy season. 

Å According to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), 

Haiti is deforested and the necessary timber to create 

transitional shelter for up to 500,000 people for two years 

will have to be imported with support from the 

international community. 

Å On sanitation, 3,673 latrines of the required 13,000 latrines 

have been installed, but there are space problems due to 

debris in the streets, according to UNICEF, which is 

leading the sanitation efforts. Millions of tons of debris 

from fallen buildings ïnot just concrete, but plastic, metal 

and clothing ïneed to be cleared. 

Å The World Health Organization (WHO) has cautioned 

about the increased risk of water-borne diseases with the 

upcoming start of the rainy season. Aid officials are also 

concerned about an expected increase in malnourished 

children due to the current living conditions and the start 

of the rainy season.



HEALTH CLUSTERSITUATION

Å On 10 Mar, the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) called for an integrated human 

rights approach in the assistance and reconstruction efforts 

made by the international community in Haiti, with an 

emphasis on participation of the Haitian government and of 

displaced people in the planning and management of recovery 

strategies.

Å As of 10 Mar, the 2nd phase of food distributions conducted by 

WFP and NGO partners in metropolitan Port-au-Prince had 

reached more than 434,000 people since distributions began 

on 6 Mar.  The 2nd phase is scheduled to conclude on 31 Mar.

Å According to a Catholic Relief Services (CRS) rapid 

assessment of the agricultural situation in South Department, 

several farmers expressed the desire to increase production to 

meet needs associated with the influx of displaced 

populations.  However, farmers noted a lack of cash resources 

to purchase additional inputs, including seed and fertilizer.  

NOTES: 

ÅThe revised flash appeal was launched to cover the costs of continued emergency aid, particularly in the shelter and 

sanitation sectors which are currently struggling to meet the growing needs of the displaced population.  It is essential that 

these needs be emphasized at the donor meeting, along with longer term recovery and reconstruction efforts.

ÅTop priority should be given to clearing debris to make room for urgently needed latrines.  Cash-for-work programs focused 

on this task can provide income to local Haitians while improving poor sanitation conditions.

Å The Haitian government must have a strong voice in the recovery efforts to ensure long-term stability after aid groups have 

departed.  Participation of citizens is key for improving morale and giving people a sense of pride and ownership in their 

communities.  The needs of vulnerable groups, including the elderly and disabled, should be prioritized.

Å In the 2nd week of March, International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) mobile psychosocial teams launched a major 

new push to help Haitians cope with the stress caused by the 

earthquake and the daily challenges of survival and 

rebuilding.  

Å According to OCHA, elderly people need more attention from 

aid groups and better appreciation of the role they can play in 

the relief effort. Some 800,000 Haitians, about 7% of the 

population, are over 60, says Help Age International, and more 

than 200,000 elderly have been affected by the earthquake. 

Å UNICEF has finalized a 365-day plan for its recovery efforts.  

Its three priorities are ensuring that children attend school; 

preventing and addressing the threat of malnutrition in 

children; and protecting the most vulnerable children from 

violence, exploitation, abuse, and neglect.

SOURCES: 

UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE - 12 MAR 2010

OCHA SITREP #28 ï11 MAR 2010

UNICEF EMERGENCY RESPONSE UPDATE ï10 MAR 2010

USAID FACT SHEET #44 - 11 MAR 2010

UNOHCHR UPDATE ï10 MAR 2010
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THE GOVERNMENT OF HAITI

Å Haiti's President René Préval has discussed his 

country's earthquake recovery and economic needs with 

President Barack Obama in a meeting at the White 

House on 10 March. It was President Obama's first 

meeting with the Haitian leader. At the event the Haitian 

leader said at the top of his list is protection of the 

homeless and preparations for the rainy season.

Å René Préval was quoted saying, "I would like to thank 

the American people, to thank Congress, to thank the 

administration and you in particular Mr. President, as 

well as your wife - not only for the material aid - but also 

for the moral support, the psychological support that 

helped us realize that we were not alone and that 

provided us great comfort in our distress," he said.

Å Barack Obama was quoted saying that, "America's 

commitment to Haiti's recovery and reconstruction must 

endure and will endure. This pledge is one that I made at 

the beginning of this crisis and I intend for America to 

keep this pledge.ò

Å René Préval told Reuters on 8 March, "If they continue to 

send us aid from abroad -- water and food -- it will be in 

competition with the national Haitian production and 

Haitian commerce.ñ Preval said the priority should 

instead be to create employment in Haiti, a country 

where a high percentage of the population lacked work 

even before the quake. 

UNICEF RESPONSE UPDATE - 10 MAR 2010

RELIEFWEB ARTICLE - UN NEWS 12 MAR 2010

RELIEFWEB ARTICLE - VOA 11 MAR 2010

DFID SITUATION REPORT - 11 MAR 2010

OCHA SITUATION REPORT 28 - 11 MAR 2010

NOTES:

Å Though many issues were discussed during the 

presidentsô visit, one that should be underscored is the 

continued need for assistance in Haiti. The situation will 

remain dire for a long time and Barack Obama made a 

point to add that no one should be under the impression 

that the crisis has ended.

Å The House of Representatives is considering a measure 

urging U.S. support for cancellation of all debts Haiti owes 

to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other 

international financial institutions. This is very important 

to Haitiôs recovery and recognizing that the U.S.ôs support 

would be crucial is important

Å Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will make a 

one-day visit to Haiti on 14 March, his second 

to the Caribbean country since the 12 

January earthquake. While in the capital, 

Port-au-Prince, Mr. Ban will meet with 

President René Préval and Prime Minister 

Jean-Max Bellerive, as well as with the 

leadership of the UN Stabilization Mission in 

Haiti (MINUSTAH) and UN agencies working 

on the ground.
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