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BACKGROUND
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Å A series of major earthquakes struck Haiti on 12 January in 

the area around the capital, Port-au-Prince. The strongest of 

these occurred at around 1700 hrs local time and was 

reported at 7 on the Richter scale.

Å The earthquake is estimated to have killed 230,000 people 

and displaced more than 1.2 million people into spontaneous 

settlements and an additional 76,800 people into organized 

sites.  597,801 people have migrated from Port-au-Prince to 

outlying departments, with the majority, an estimated 

162,509, going to Artibonite, and an estimated 160,000 

persons to the border area with the Dominican Republic. 

Å The most affected cities are Port-au-Prince, Carrefour and 

Gressier (40-50% destroyed), Jacmel (50-60%) and Leogane 

(80-90%). Major damage had been reported to infrastructure 

and buildings, including hospitals and schools. 

Communications and travel are difficult: roads and bridges 

connecting rural areas to cities have been damaged or 

destroyed.

Å According to a study by the Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB), the cost of rebuilding Haiti's homes, schools, 

roads and other infrastructure could be nearly $14 billion.

Å The United Nation multi-national response to this disaster 

has been organized into Clusters that are similar in 

construct, though not the same as Emergency Support 

Functions (ESF) in the U.S. National Response Framework.

As the rainy season begins, Haiti earthquake 

survivors are still in make-shift shelters, despite the 

efforts of international aid workers. 

A Haitian walks away with a bag of aid at an 

old military airfield in Port-au-Prince. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/retrieveattachments?openagent&shortid=MUMA-82U32E&file=Full_Report.pdf
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http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/retrieveattachments?openagent&shortid=MUMA-82U2Y8&file=Full_Report.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/retrieveattachments?openagent&shortid=MUMA-82U2Y8&file=Full_Report.pdf
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NOTES: 

Å If sanitation is not improved, disease could become 

widespread with the onset of the rainy season. Multi-

disciplinary approaches to upgrade sanitation and 

minimize infectious exposures are needed.

Å Many obstacles remain with shelter. Helping people 

move back to original homes if declared safe is the best 

option, while decongesting current sites, providing 

waterproof materials, and additional temporary sites are 

needed for the remaining displaced persons.

Å The most urgent priorities for assistance continue to be 

shelter, sanitation, and rubble removal. There is a critical 

need to identify suitable land for the construction of 

transitional shelter to decompress currently overcrowded 

sites.

Å Despite ongoing reports of people leaving Port-au-Prince 

and efforts to provide assistance to these displaced 

persons, the Government sees some displaced people 

returning to Port-au- Prince, possibly in search of work or 

humanitarian aid. 

Å The Ministry of Environment is identifying drainage 

systems that need to be cleaned to reduce the risk of 

flooding during the rainy season. ACTED has expressed 

interest in assisting with this function. 

Å With the start of the rainy season, it is important to 

provide public information on prevention and control of 

dengue and malaria. More information here.

Å The Ministry of Education has indicated that children in 

affected areas should resume school by early April.
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http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2009/9789241547871_eng.pdf


INTERNALLY DISPLACED POPULATiONS AND 
MAIN DISTRIBUTION SITES

HIGH RESOLUTION

http://epmaps.wfp.org/maps/03740_20100216_HTI_A3_ODEP_HAITI,_PORT_AU_PRINCE,_IDP_CAMPS_AND_MAIN_DISTRIBUTION_SITES,_14_FEBRUARY_2010_-_LOW_RESOLUTION.jpg
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THE GOVERNMENT OF HAITI

Å Haitian Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive is going to New York City in March to brief donor nations such 

as the U.S. on Haitiôs recovery action plan, one that "won't just rebuild what was destroyed but presents 

Haiti with what we're all dreaming of" 10 years from now. He is urging international donors to aid a 

massive resuscitation of agriculture in a country that imports 75% of its food. 

Å Prime Minister Bellerive also told Time, "Haitians will be at the leadership of the vision, the action plan 

and the implementation. This notion that there is no government here, that you should somehow put Haiti 

under global control, is not only dishonest but demeaning to the country's capacity to start again." 

Å The Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP), WHO, WFP, UNFPA and UNICEF started a program 

to prevent severe malnutrition in infants and children living in makeshift shelters across Port-au- Prince. 

Å Salary guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health are available at www.oneresponse.info. These aim to 

decrease the salary differentials among organizations and facilitate the handover of operations to the 

State upon departure of relief agencies.

OCHA SITUATION REPORT 23 - 22 FEB 2010

TIME MAGAZINE - 22 FEB 2010

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE CANADA HEADQUARTERS -22 FEB 2010

NOTE: Ongoing collaboration by the international response community and donor nations with the 

Haitian government is crucial to ensure that government reform initiatives are incorporated into the 

rebuilding process.
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